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“When we take these historic discoveries with the Jaina traditions that
a number of Tirthankaras preceded Lord Mahavira we may not be altogether
wrong in supposing that adherents of Jaina faith in some form or other must
have existed even anterior to Mahavira and that Mahavira himself was more
a reformer than the founder of the faith. If there were Jains influential enough
to build Stiipas in honour of their saints even anterior to 600 B.C., will
it be too much to suppose that the followers of this religion might have
existed in South India even before Bhadrabahu's migration to the south? In
fact it stands to reason to suppose that a large body of ascetics on account
of a terrible famine in the north migrated to a country where they would
be welcomed by their devoted coreligionists. If the south were instead of
a friendly territory waiting to receive the Sangha of learned ascetics a land
populated with strangers and of alien faith, Bhadrabahu would not have ventured
to take with him into strange land a large body of ascetics who would depend
entirely upon the generosity of the people. The Jaina tradition that the Pandya
king of the South was a Jaina from very early times and that Bhadrabahu
expected his hospitality might have some historical background.” (Paficasti-
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